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Abstract

We consider a 2D Schrédinger operator Hy with constant magnetic field, on a
strip of finite width. The spectrum of Hj is absolutely continuous, and contains a
discrete set of thresholds. We perturb Hg by an electric potential V' which decays
in a suitable sense at infinity, and study the spectral properties of the perturbed
operator H = Hy + V. First, we establish a Mourre estimate, and as a corollary
prove that the singular continuous spectrum of H is empty, and any compact
subset of the complement of the threshold set may contain at most a finite set
of eigenvalues of H, each of them having a finite multiplicity. Next, we intro-
duce the Krein spectral shift function (SSF) for the operator pair (H, Hp). We
show that this SSF is bounded on any compact subset of the complement of the
threshold set, and is continuous away from the threshold set and the eigenvalues
of H. The main results of the article concern the asymptotic behaviour of the
SSF at th thresholds, which is described in terms of the SSF for a pair of effective
Hamiltonians.
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1 Introduction

In the present article we consider the 2D Schrédinger operator Hy with constant mag-
netic field b > 0 defined in a strip Sy, of width 2L. The spectrum of Hj is absolutely
continuous, coincides with the interval [€1,00) with & > 0, and contains a countable
set of thresholds Z. This model is related to some aspects of the quantum Hall effect
(see e.g. [2], [10]). We perturb Hy by an electric potential V' which decays in a suitable
sense at infinity, and study some basic spectral properties of the perturbed operator H.
First we establish a Mourre estimate (see [20]) with an appropriate conjugate operator,
and as a consequence we show that the singular continuous spectrum of H is empty, and
any compact subset of R\ Z may contain at most a finite number of eigenvalues of H,



each of them having a finite multiplicity. Similar Mourre estimates for other magnetic
Hamiltonians have been obtained in [7] and [12].

Further, we introduce the Krein spectral shift function (SSF) for the operator pair
(H, Hy) and prove that it is bounded on every compact subset of R\ Z, and is continu-
ous on R\ (ZUo,(H)) where 0,(H) is the set of the eigenvalues of H. The main results
of the article concern the asymptotic behaviour of the SSF near the thresholds of the
spectrum of Hy. We show that this asymptotic behaviour is similar to the asymptotics
near the origin of the SSF for a pair of effective Hamiltonians which are 1D Schrodinger
operators. As a corollary we show that if the decay rate o of V' is on the interval (1,2),
then the SSF has a singularity at each threshold, and describe explicitly the leading
term of this singularity; if o > 2, then the SSF remains bounded at the thresholds. The
threshold behaviour of the SSF for a pair of 3D Schrodinger operators with constant
magnetic fields has been investigated in [9] (see also [23]). In that case the thresholds
coincide with the Landau levels, and the threshold singularities of the SSF have different
nature, related to the spectral properties of compact Berezin-Toeplitz operators.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we introduce some basic notations,
describe the operators Hy and H, formulate our main results, and briefly comment on
them. Section 3 contains the proof of our results related to the Mourre estimates, while
the proofs of the results concerning the SSF' can be found in Section 4.

2 Main Results

2.1. In this subsection we introduce some basic notations used throughout the section.
Let X, Xy be two separable Hilbert spaces. We denote by B(X;, Xs) (resp., by
Seo(X1,X52)) the class of bounded (resp., compact) operators 7' : X; — X,. Fur-
ther, we denote by S,(X1, X2), p € [1,00), the Schatten-von Neumann class of compact
operators T': X; — X, for which the norm |||, : = (Tr IT|P)"/? is finite (see e.g. [25]).
In this paper we will use only the trace class S; and the Hilbert-Schmidt class Sy. If
X; = Xy = X we write B(X) or S,(X) instead of B(X, X) or S,(X,X), p € [1,00].
Also, if the indication of the Hilbert space where the corresponding operators act is
irrelevant, we omit it in the notations of the classes B and S,, p € [1, 00].

Let "= T*. We denote by Pn(T) the spectral projection of T" associated with the Borel
set O C R.

Finally, if T' € B, we define the self-adjoint operators Re T" := %(T +7%) and Im T :=
)

2.2. In this subsection we introduce the operators Hy and H, and summarize some of
their spectral properties which will play a crucial role in the sequel.

For L >0 put I, = (—L,L), S = I x R. Let



be the 2D Schrodinger operator with constant scalar magnetic field b > 0, defined on
{u € H*(8y) | wjps, = 0} where H*(S.,) denotes the corresponding second-order Sobolev
space. Then we have

@ A
FHyF* = / H(k)dk,
R

where F is the partial Fourier transform with respect to vy, i.e.

(Fu)(z, k) \/%/ —ky, u(z,y)dy, (x,k) €Sy,

and

H(k) = —— + (bx — k)?, kER,

dz?
is the operator defined on D(H) := {w € H2(I})|w(—L) = w(L) = 0}. In what follows,
we will consider D(H ) as a Hilbert space equipped with the standard scalar product of
H2(I).
The spectrum o(H(k)) of the operator H(k), k € R, is discrete and simple. Let
{Ej(lf)}J , be the increasing sequence of the eigenvalues of H(k), which are even real
analytic functions of k£ € R (see [15]). Further, the minimax principle easily implies
E;(k) =k’ (1+0(1)), k— *oo. (2.1)

Finally, by [10, Theorem 2] we have

KE/(k) >0, k#0, (2.2)
E;(k) = & + k> + O(kY), k — 0, (2.3)

with .
& =E;j(0)> (2 —1)b, ;= 2E§'(0) > 0. (2.4)

Thus o(Hy) = 0ac(Ho) = [£1,00), and &;, j € N :={1,2,...}, are thresholds in o(H,).
Set Z = UjGN {&;}.

Let V : S, — R be the electric potential such that the operator \V\1/2H51/2 is compact.
We define the perturbed operator H := Hy + V' as a sum in the sense of the quadratic
forms. Then we have 0ess(H) = 0ess(Ho) = 0(Hp) = [E1, 00).

2.3 In this subsection we formulate our result concerning the absence of singular con-
tinuous spectrum of H, and some generic properties of its eigenvalues.

Theorem 2.1. (i) Assume

VHy' € Sy, (2.5)
Hy yaaVH € Seo (2.6)



Then any compact subinterval of R\ Z may contain at most a finite number of eigen-
values, each of them having a finite multiplicity.
(i1) Suppose moreover

_172 OV
H, 1/2y6_y o €5, (2.7)

0*V
Hgly2a—y2H51 € B. (2.8)

Then os.(H) = 0.

The proof of Theorem 2.1 is contained in Section 3.

Remark: Let U : Sp — [0, 00), and let Ap be the Dirichlet Laplacian on S;,. The Sobolev
embedding theorems imply that the inclusion U"/2(—Ap)~2 € B (resp., UY?(=Ap)~1/?
€ Sy) is ensured by U € Li(Sy) + L=(Sy) (resp., U € LY(SL) + L=(SL)), ¢ > 1.
Similarly, the condition UAL' € B (resp., UAL' € S.,) follows from U € L*(Sy) +
L>®(8y) (resp., U € L*(S1)+L>(S1)). On the other hand, by the diamagnetic inequality
(see e.g. [25, Chapter 2]), we have ||[U"H,"|| < [|[UY(=Ap)~ |, v > 0, and, moreover,
UY(—=Ap)™7 € Sy entails UTH, " € S.. These facts could be used in order to deduce
sufficient conditions which guarantee the validity of the hypotheses of Theorem 2.1.
2.4. This subsection contains our results on the threshold behaviour of the spectral shift
function for the operator pair (H, Hy). Let us recall the abstract setting for the SSF.
Let Hog and H be two lower-bounded self-adjoint operators acting in the same Hilbert
space. Assume that for some v > 0, and Ey < inf 0(Hy) U o(H), we have

(H — FJ())_Fy — (HQ — E())_FY € 51. (29)
Then there exists a unique &(+; H, Ho) € L*(R; (E)™""'dE) which vanishes identically
on (—oo, Fy) such that the Lifshits-Krein formula

Te(f(H) - f(Ho) = / E(E:H, Ho) f(E)dE (2.10)

holds for each f € C3°(R) (see [18] and [17]). The function £(.; H, Hy) is called the SSF
for the pair of the operators (H,Hy). If £ < info(Hy), then the spectrum of H below
E could be at most discrete, and for almost every E < inf 0(Hy) we have

§(EH, Ho) = —N(E; H) (2.11)

where N(E;H) = rankP(_ g)(H). On the other hand, for almost every E € 0a.(Ho),
the SSF &(E;H,Hy) is related to the scattering determinant det S(F;H,Hy) for the
pair (H,Ho) by the Birman-Krein formula

det S(E;H, Hy) = e 2mi€(E:HHo)



(see [4]).

Next, we define the SSF for the pair (H, Hy). We will say that V' satisfies condition D,,
a e R, if

V(z,y)l < cly)™, >0, (z,y) € SL,

where, as usual, (y) := (1 + »?)'/2. Assume that V satisfies condition D, with a@ > 1.
Then (2.9) holds for H = H, Hy = Hy, and v = 1, and hence the SSF £(+; H, Hy) is
well defined as an element of L!(R; (E)~2dE). In the present article we will identify this
SSF with a representative of the corresponding class of equivalence described explicitly
in Section 4.3 below.

Proposition 2.1. Assume that V satisfies D, with o > 1. Then the SSF £(-; H, Hy) is
bounded on every compact subset of R\ Z and continuous on R\ (Z U o,(H)).

The proof of Proposition 2.1 can be found in Subsection 4.6 below.

Set
1 if V(x,y) >0,

Fix j € N. Let ¢;(+k) : I — R, k € R, be the real-valued normalized in L*(I)
eigenfunction of the operator H(k) corresponding to the eigenvalue E;(k). For ¢ €
(—1,1) introduce the effective potential

wj,a(y) = |V(.Z', y)‘(‘](xa y) - 5>_1¢j(95; O)dea Yy e Ra
I,
and the effective Hamiltonians

d2

the number p; being defined in (2.1). Note if V satisfies D, with o > 1, then (2.9)
holds for H = hj(e), Ho = ho,, and v = 1, and hence the SSFs &(-; h;(¢), hoj), j € N,
e € (—1,1), are well defined.

For A > 0 set
1 if g>1/2,
05(\) =< [InA] if B=1/2, (2.12)
AP 0< B<1/2.
If A <0, then
05(\) =1 (2.13)
for all 5 > 0.

Theorem 2.2. Assume that V satisfies D, with o« > 1. Fix ¢ € N. Then for each
e € (0,1) we have

§(Ashy(—=¢), hog) + O(02, (X)) < E(E + A H, Ho) < §(X; hy(€), hog) + O(62,(X)), (2.14)
as A — 0, for any v € (0,(a —1)/2), v < 1.

b}



The proof of Theorem 2.2 can be found in Subsection 4.7.

Assume now that « € (1,2). Then we have 65,(\) = o(|]A|z7#) as A — 0. Hence, using
well-known results concerning the asymptotic behaviour of the SSF £(A; hj(e), ho ;) as
A — 0 (see e.g. [24] in the case A T 0, and [26] in the case A | 0), we obtain the following

Corollary 2.1. Let V satisfy D, with o € (1,2). Fiz q € N. Suppose that for each
€ € (—¢o,€0) and some g € (0,1) there exist real numbers wy 4 (¢) such that

im  |y|®wee(y) = we,+(€) (2.15)

y—Foo

uniformly with respect to €. Then we have

lim Ao~ 2E(8, = A H, Ho) = — 1, *Cay (2.16)

.11 _ -
lxlﬁ)l Aea"28(E+ A H, Hy) = —pu, 2¢c, (esc (r/a)Qy + cot (m/a)2))

where Cp, := %fol(t*“ — 1)Y2dt, and Qf = ZCZJ“_ wqg(O)li/o‘.

Remark: If ¢ =1 and A > 0, we have {(&; — \; H, Hy) = —N(& — A\ H) (cf. (2.11)).
Note that the spectrum of H below & is discrete if V satisfies D, with any o > 0, and
as in (2.16) we have

lim AaTIN(E — N H) = ;2070 (2.17)

for all o € (0,2).
Similarly, using well known results on the asymptotic behaviour as A T 0 of the SSF
E(A;hj(e), ho,;) in the case a = 2 (see [16]), we obtain the following

Corollary 2.2. Assume the hypotheses of Corollary 2.1 with o = 2. Fiz ¢ € N. Then
we have

. B 1 we(0)  1\'?
lim | In A~ — N H, Hy) = —— e .
i (€, -3 ) = o 3 (204 )

Moreover, if w, +(0) > —p,/4, then £(E, — X\; H, Hy) = O(1) as A | 0.

Remark: In the case a = 2, the analysis of the asymptotic behaviour of {(A; hj(e), ho ;)
as A | 0 requires some additional estimates similar to those obtained in [26]. In order
to avoid the inadequate increase of the size of the article, we omit these results.
Finally, in Subsection 4.8 we prove

Corollary 2.3. Let V satisfy D, with o > 2. Then for each q € N we have

(&, + N H, Hy) = 0(1), A — 0. (2.18)



3 Mourre estimates

In this section we prove Theorem 2.1 using an appropriate Mourre estimate established
in Proposition 3.1. Similar Mourre estimates have been obtained in [7] for a 2D magnetic
Schrédinger operator defined on the half-plane, and in [12] for a 3D one, defined in the
whole space.

Lemma 3.1. Let n € N, E € (&,,En41). Then there exists 6 = 6(E) € (0,dist (F, Z))
such that the interval A = [E — 6, E + §] satisfies

ENAg)=0, r>n+1, (3.1)
and, if n > 2,
ENAR)NE (AR) =0, r#s, rs=1,...,n (3.2)
Proof. First, (3.1) follows trivially from Ag N [£,41,00) = 0.

Set B, := E-Y(Ag)N[0,00), 7 =1,...,n. Since E, are even functions of k, it suffices
to show that

B.NB;,=0, r+#s, r,s=1,...,n, (3.3)
instead of (3.2). Denote by E !, r € N, the function inverse to E, : [0,00) — R. Since
Ap C (&,,0), this interval is in the domain of all the functions E-, r =1,... n, and

we have
B, =[EYE—-6),E;{(E+6)], r=1,...,n

Therefore, in order to prove that there exists § € (0,dist (F, Z)) such that (3.3) holds
true, it suffices to show that there exists 6 € (0,dist (£, Z)) such that

ENE+68) <ENE-6), r=1,...,n—1,

which is evident since E,|(E) < E;(E), the functions E, ! are continuous, and n — 1
is finite. [

Lemma 3.2. Assume (2.5). Let x € C5°(R). Then x(H) — x(Hp) € Sx.

Proof. By the Helffer-Sjostrand formula, we have

©(H) ~ () =~ [ PNt =2V (Hy =) dedy
™ JR2 0z
where z = x 41y, Z = x — 1y, X is the quasi-analytic extension of x, and the convergence
of the the integral is understood in the operator-norm sense (see e.g. [8, Chapter §]).
Since the support of ¥ is compact in R?, and the operator %(H —2)7'W(Hy—2)7tis
compact for every (z,y) € R? with y # 0, and is uniformly norm-bounded on R?, we
have x(H) — x(Hp) € Soo- O



Introduce the operator

1 0 0
A=ar=-L(y L4 2
2 <y3y "oy )
defined originally on C$°(R,; D(H)) and then closed in L2(S;). Note that
(™ f)(x,y) = P f(x.e'y), teR, feL*(Sp),

and the unitary group e preserves D(Hy). In what follows, we will consider D(H]),
v > 0, as a Hilbert space equipped with the scalar product (Hju, Hjv)r2s,), u,v €
D(Hy). Denote by D(H])*, v > 0, the completion of L?(S;) with respect to the norm
1Ho "ullres,), u € L*(Sp).

Note that C5°(R,; D(H)) is dense in D(Hy), and, hence, D(A) N D(H,) is dense in
D(Hy).

Proposition 3.1. Assume (2.5) - (2.6). Let n € N, E € (&,,E,41). Assume that
d € (0,dist(E, 2)) is chosen to satisfy (3.1) and (3.2) according to Lemma 3.1. Let
X € C°(R), supp x = [E — 0, E + 0]. Then there exists K € Sy, and a constant C > 0
such that

X, A (H) > Ox(H)? + K (3.49)

where the commutator [H,iA] is understood as a bounded operator from D(Hy) into

D(Hy)*.

Proof. A straightforward calculation yields

[H,iA] = [Hy,iA] + [V, iA] (3.5)
where
o id] = 22 o 2. (3.6)
05 - 3y2 ayu .
and oV (z.y)
. x,y
Al = —y——22. }
Viid] = =y (37)

Evidently, [Hy,iA] is a bounded operator from D(Hy) into L*(Sz), and, hence, is a
bounded operator from D(H,) into D(Hp)*. On the other hand, [V,iA] is a compact
operator from D(Hy) into D(Hy)*. Hence, [H,iA] is a bounded operator from D(H,)
into D(Hy)*. Further, for y € C3°(R) we have

X(Ho)[Ho, 1A]x(Ho) = F~ (2 > /H:B X(E-(R)x(Es(k))kp (k) (k — baﬁ)ps(k)dk) F,
o (3.8)
where
pr(k) = <'7¢r('; k»wr(, k)a k € Ra r e N. (39)

8



Using (3.1) and (3.2), we find that (3.8) reduces to

\(Ho) [Ho, iA]x(Ho) = 2F* (Z / (k — ba) s (k). 6, (k))p <>dk:)f

(3.10)
This, combined with the Feynman-Hellmann formula

Ey (k) = 2((k — bx)in (k), 1r (K)), (3.11)
yields

x(Ho)[Ho, iA]x (Z / kEL(p (k))%p (k:)dk) F. (3.12)

Moreover, by (2.2), we have
kB, (k)x(Ej(k)* = Cox(E,(k))?,

with C, = minge(p—s 45 KE.(k) > 0, 7 = 1,...,n. Therefore,
nooro
X(Ho)[Ho, iA]x(Hy) > CF* (Z/R X(Ej(k?))Qpr(k)> F = Cx(H,)?, (3.13)
where C' := min,—, _, C, > 0. By (3.5),
X(H)[H,iAlx(H) = x(Ho)[Ho,iA]x(Ho) + Ko, (3.14)
where
Ko = X(Ho) Ho. 1) Cc(H) = (o) -+ (x(H) = X(H)) (Ho. AN H)~x(H)y 5 x(H) =
K + Ky + K.
We have

Ky = x(Ho)HoHy '[Ho,iA] (x(H) — x(Ho)),

and the operators x(Hy)Hy and Hy'[Hy,iA] extend to bounded operators in L?(Sy)
(see (3.6)). Since the operator x(H) — x(Hy) is compact by Lemma 3.2, we conclude
that K; € Soo(L?(Sr)). Similarly, taking into account that x(H) — x(Hy) is compact,
and the operators [Hy,iA]Hy ' and Hyx(H) = Hx(H) — Vx(H) are bounded, we get

Ky = (X(H) = x(Ho)) [Ho, iA|Hy ' Hox(H) € Swo(L*(SL)).

Finally, the operator

ov

Ky = x(H)y—=—x(H) = x(H)HoHy 'y 99

—Hy 1H0X(H)



is compact in L?(Sy) since H()’ly%—‘;Ho’l is compact by (2.6), and x(H)Hy = (Hox(H))*
is bounded in L*(Sy). Therefore, Ky = K1 + Ky + K3 € Sy. Combining (3.13) and
(3.14), we get

X(H)[H,iAlx(H) > Cx(Ho)* + Ko = Cx(H)* + Ko + K4, (3.15)

where K, := C (x(Hp)? — x(H)?) € Se by Lemma 3.2. Hence (3.15) implies (3.4) with
K =Ky + Kjy. O

For E € R and § > 0 set Ag(d) := (E— /2, E+0/2).

Corollary 3.1. Assume (2.5) = (2.6). Fiz E € (&,,&,41), n € N. Let§ € (0,dist (E, Z))
be chosen as in Proposition 3.1.
(i) We have )

Pag(e)(H)[H, iAPa @) (H) = CPage)(H) + K (3.16)

where K = Pa,5)(H)KPa ) (H) € Sao, C and K being the same as in (3.4).
(ii) Suppose moreover that E & o,(H). Then for 6’ € (0,0) small enough we have

, 1
]P)AE(é’) (H) [H, ZA]IP)AE((;/)(H) Z §CPAE(5/)(H) (317)

Proof. Choose y in (3.4) to be equal to one on Ag(d), and multiply (3.4) from the left
and the right by P, @) (H). Thus we get (3.16). In order to obtain (3.17), we repeat
the argument of the proof of [6, Lemma 4.8]. Pick ¢’ € (0,d) and multiply (3.16) from
the right and the left by Pa ) (H). We get

Pa o0 (H)[H, iAIPa i1y (H) > CPayon (H) + Payon(H)KPa e (H). (3.18)

Since E ¢ 0,(H) and, hence, s — limgy g Pa 5 (H) = 0, while K is compact, we have
n— lim(glw PAE((SI)(H)KPAE((;/)(H) = 0. Choose ¢’ € (O, 6) so small that

IPa g (H)KPag e (H)|| < C/2
which implies
Py (o) ()R B3y () > — 3 OPas () (H). (3.19)
Combining (3.18) with (3.19), we obtain (3.17). O

Since the unitary group €4 preserves D(Hy), and [H,iA] : D(Hy) — D(Hp)* is a
bounded operator, the Mourre estimate (3.16) entails the following

Corollary 3.2. [20], [6, Theorem 4.6], [11] Assume (2.5) - (2.6). Let E, §, and Ag(0)
be as in Corollary 3.1. Then Ag(J) contains at most finitely many eigenvalues of H,
each of them having a finite multiplicity.

10



Now we are in position to prove Theorem 2.1. Let A C R\ Z be a compact interval.
If A C (—00,&1), then A Noes(H) = 0 and A may contain at most a finite number of
eigenvalues, each having a finite multiplicity. Assume A C (&,,&,11), n € N. For each
E € A choose § = §(E) as in Proposition 3.1. Then we have A C UgcaAg(9). Since A
is compact, there exists a finite set {E;}_, of energies E; € A such that

A C U AR (9). (3.20)

Assume (2.5) — (2.6). Then (3.20) and Corollary 3.2 imply that A may contain at most
a finite number of eigenvalues, each having a finite multiplicity. Hence, the first part of
Theorem 2.1 is proved.

Assume moreover (2.7) — (2.8). It follows from (2.7) that [H,7A] extends to a bounded
operator from D(H,) to D(HS/Q)*, while (2.8) combined with (2.6), implies that the
second commutator [[H,iA],iA] extends to a bounded operator from D(Hy) to D(Hg)*.
Then Corollary 3.1 ii) together with the results of [6, Theorem 4.10] and [11] (see also

[20]) imply that ox.(H) N <(5n,5n+1) \ ap(H)) = (), n € N. Since the set (&,,E,11) N

o,(H) is at most discrete, we get os.(H) N (&y, Enr1) = 0, n € N. Finally, since & =
inf 0ess(H) we have og(H) N (=00, &) = (. Therefore, oo.(H) N (R\ Z) = 0. Since Z
is discrete, os.(H) = (). The second part of Theorem 2.1 is now proved too.

Remark: Mourre estimates and their corollaries concerning the spectrum of H could be
also deduced from the general scheme for analytically fibered operators developed in
[13]. The advantage of our approach is that it relies on an explicit and simple conjugate
operator A, and offers an explicit description of the “exceptional set” Z.

4 Analysis of the Spectral Shift Function

4.1. In this subsection we summarize some simple properties of compact operators
which will be systematically used in the sequel. For s > 0 and T* =T € S, set

n+(s;T) := rank P o) (£T).
For an arbitrary (not necessarily self-adjoint) operator T € S, put
n.(s;T) == ny(s*TT), s> 0. (4.1)
It T"= T, then evidently
n«(s;T) =ny(s,T)+n_(s;T), s>0. (4.2)
If 17,7, € Sy, and s; > 0, so > 0, then the well known Weyl — Ky Fan inequalities

N (51 + 82511 + To) < (513 T1) + 1525 T2) (4.3)

11



hold true. Moreover, if T; =T, T} € S, and rank Ty < oo, we have
ne(s;Th) —rank Ty < ny(s;Th +To) < ng(s;Ty) +rank Ty, s> 0. (4.4)
If T €S, pe|l,00), then the following elementary Chebyshev-type inequality
ni(s;T) < 57| T} (4.5)

holds for every s > 0.

4.2. In this subsection we introduce the concepts of index of a Fredholm pair of orthog-
onal projections, and index for a pair of selfadjoint operators, and discuss some of their
properties. More details can be found in [1] and [5].

A pair of orthogonal projections (P, Q) is said to be Fredholm if

{_1? 1} N Uess<P - Q) = @

In particular, if P — @ € S, then the pair (P, Q) is Fredholm.
Assume that the pair of orthogonal projections (P, Q) is Fredholm. Set

index(P, Q) := dim Ker (P — Q — I) — dim Ker (P — Q + I).

Let M, M, be bounded self-adjoint operators. If the spectral projections ]P(_oo,o)(M )
and P(_0)(M) form a Fredholm pair, we will use the notation

ind(M, M) := index(P(_ a0 0) (M), P(_oo0)(M)).

A sufficient condition that the pair IP’(_OQO)(M), P(_o6,0)(M) be Fredholm, is M=M+A
where M is a bounded self-adjoint operator such that 0 & g (M), and A = A* € S

Lemma 4.1. [5, Subsection 3.2] Let M be a bounded self-adjoint operator such that
0 & o(M). Let A and B be compact self-adjoint operators. Then for s € (0,00) such
that [—s,s| No(M) =0 we have

ind(M+s+B, M+s)—n;(s; A) <ind(M+A+B, M) < ind(M—s+B, M—s)+n_(s; A).
Assume, moreover, that the rank of A is finite. Then we have o

ind(M + B,M) —rank A <ind(M + A+ B, M) <ind(M + B, M) +rank A. (4.7)
Remark: Note that in the case B = 0, estimates (4.6) imply

[ind(M + A, M)| < n.(s; A) (4.8)

for any s > 0 such that [—s, s]Na(M) = 0.
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Lemma 4.2. [21, Lemma 2.1], [5, Subsection 3.3] Let M be a bounded self-adjoint
operator such that 0 & o(M). Let Ty = Ty € Sy and Ty = Ty € Sy. Then for each
s1 >0, s3>0 such that [—s,s|No(M) =0 with s = s1 + s2, we have

. 1
/ |1Ild(M + T1 + tTQ,M)| d,u(t) S TL*(Sl;Tl) + E”Tgnl (49)
R 2

where du(t) := %11—32

4.3. In this subsection we describe a representation of the SSF £(F;H, Hy) which is a
special case of the general representation of the SSF due to F. Gesztesy, K. Makarov,
and A. Pushnitski (see [21], [14], [22]).

Let X; and X5 be two separable Hilbert spaces. Let H and Hy be two lower bounded
self-adjoint operators acting in X;. Assume that (2.9) holds for some v > 0. Next
suppose that

Vi=H-Hy=K'JIK (4.10)

where K € B(X1, Xs), J = J* € B(X,), and 0 € o(7). Finally, assume that
K(Ho — Eo) Y2 € Soo(X1, Xo), (4.11)
K(Hy — Eo)™ € So(Xy, X)), (4.12)

for some Fy < info(H) Uo(Hy) and 7/ > 0. For z € C; :={( € C|Im( > 0} set
T(2) :== K(Ho — 2) 'K*.
Evidently, 7 (2) € Soo(X2).

Lemma 4.3. [3] Let (4.10) — (4.12) hold true. Then for almost every E € R the
operator-norm limit T (E) :=n—lims |07 (E 410) exists and by (4.12) we have T (E) €
Seo(X2). Moreover, 0 <Im7T(F) € 51(Xa).

Theorem 4.1. [21], [14], [22] Let (2.9) and (4.10) - (4.12) hold true. Then for almost
every £ € R we have

§(EH, Ho) = /R ind(J ! + Re T(E) + t InT(E), T du(t). (4.13)

Note that the convergence of the integral in (4.13) is guaranteed by Lemma 4.2.

Now suppose that the electric potential V' satisfies D, with a > 1. Then relations (2.9)
and (4.10) — (4.12) hold true with X; = Xy = L*(S.), Ho = Hy, H = H, V =V,
K=1|V|"? J=J=signV,and vy =+ = 1. For z € C, set

T(2) = [VI'2(Ho — ) |V|'2.
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By Lemma 4.3 for almost every F € R the operator-norm limit

T(E):=n-— 1§f€ T(E +10) (4.14)

exists, and
0<ImT(F) € S;. (4.15)

In Corollary 4.1 below we will show that the limit (4.14) exists, and relation (4.15) holds
true for every E € R\ Z. Then Theorem 4.1 implies that for almost every £ € R we
have

¢(F; H,Hy) = / ind(J+ReT(F)+tImT(E),J) du(t), (4.16)

R

the right-hand-side being well defined for every £ € R\ Z. In this article we identify
the SSF &(FE; H, Hy) for energies E' ¢ Z with the r.h.s. of (4.16).
4.4. Fix j € N. Denote by ¢; : [0,00) — [0, 00) the function inverse to E; — &;. In the
following lemma we describe some properties of ¢; which will be used in the sequel.
Let § and 1 be two functions with values in [0,00), and O C D(5) N D(n). We will
write 3(s) < n(s), s € O, if there exist two constants ¢y > 0 such that for each s € O
we have c_n(s) < £&(s) < cin(s).

Lemma 4.4. Let j € N. We have

0;(s) < s'%, s€[0,00), (4.17)
©5(s) = 5712 5€(0,00). (4.18)
Moreover,
0i(s) = VsP(s), s€]0,00), (4.19)
where & € C*([0,00)), and
o(0) = p; ", (4.20)
the number p; being defined in (2.4). In particular, we have
]90;’(5)] = 0(573/2), s € (0,50), so€ (0,00). (4.21)
Proof. By (2.1) and (2.3) we have
E;(k)— & =<k, keR, (4.22)
which implies immediately (4.17). On the other hand, (3.11) and (2.2) easily yield
Ei(k) <k, kel0,00). (4.23)

Bearing in mind the formula for the derivative of an inverse function, we find that (4.17)
and (4.23) imply (4.18).

Further, for ¢ > 0 introduce the function E;(v/t) — &;, and denote by ¥ = ¥; : [0, 00) —
[0, 00) its inverse. By (4.18) we have U'(s) < 1, s € [0,00). Since E; is analytic, we find
that ¥ € C*°([0,00)). Moreover, ¥(0) = 0 and ¥'(0) = uj_l. Since p(s) = /VU(s), we
get (4.19) with ®(s) = y/¥(s)/s, which on its turn implies (4.20). O
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For 7 € N set
®
P = F* / p;(k)dkF,
R
the orthogonal projections p;(k), k € R, being defined in (3.9). For z € C; and j € N

put
Ty(z) = VY2 Py(Hy — 2) V|2

Lemma 4.5. Assume that V satisfies D, with o > 1. Fixz 57 € N. Then for each
z € Cy we have Tj(z) € Sy and the operator-valued function T; : C4 — Sy is analytic.
Moreover, for E € R\ {€;} the limit

T;(E) =l T;(E + i) (4.24)

exists in Sy, and T; : R\{&;} — S1 is continuous. Next, if E—E&; <0, then the operator
T;(E) is self-adjoint, and if E — &; > 0, we have

0<ImTj;(E), rankImT}(F)<2. (4.25)

Finally, for each \g > 0 there exists C; = Cj(N\g) such that for 0 < |E — &;| < Ao we
have
IT3(E)ly < G| B = &171% (4.26)

if E—&; <0, then C; could be chosen independent of Ao.

Proof. Let G = G : R — S5(L*(S.), C) be the operator-valued function given for k € R
by

G(k)u = \/%/R/IL e’iky\V(x,y)Wij(x; Eyu(x,y)drdy, u e L*(Sy).
Evidently,
IG(&)*GR) | = [|GE)3 < e1:= o= Sup/ |V (@, y)|dy (4.27)

.”EGIL

for any k£ € R. Next,
1 — —
1G (k1) — G(ks)|2 = %/ IV (2, )l ™0 (s k) — e~ %200, (s o) Pdndy <
R JIp

22(1

' sup / Ve, )y dylbs — kol + 260 | [l k) — (s k)P

™ zelr Iy,

for ki, ke € R, and v € (0, (aw — 1)/2), v < 1. Since ¢ € C®°(Ry; L*(I1)), we have

tp(x; k1) — (ko) |Pde = O(|ky — kao|?)

Iy,
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for kl, kg S (—ko, ko) with k’o € (0,00) Therefore,
|G(k1) = G(k2)ll2 = O(lky = ko) (4.28)

for ki, ke € (—ko, ko), ko € (0,00), and v € (0, (o — 1)/2), v < 1. Taking into account
(4.27) and (2.1), we find that if z € C;, then

IG5G;(E; — 2) "'l € L'(R). (4.29)

Then the spectral theorem implies

Ti(z) = /R %dk, seC,, (4.30)

where, due to (4.29) and the continuity of the functions G; : R — S5(L?*(S;),C) and
E; : R — R, the integral admits an interpretation as a Bochner integral in the Banach
space 51 (see e.g. [19]), and it is easy to see that T; : C; — S; is analytic.
Let F = Fj : (0,00) — S3(L?*(SL),C?) be the operator-valued function defined for
s € (0,00) by

F(s)u = /¢'(s)(Gp(s))u, G(—p(s))u), u€ L*(Sy),

where, as above, ¢ = ¢, denotes the function inverse to E; — ;. Then we have

0 [i(s)* F(s) _
T. = A A = &. )
i(2) /0 s—)\—iéds’ z2=E& +A+1i0 e Cy

Further, if A\ := F — &; <0, set

> Fy(s)"Fy(s)
T.(E) = /0 BT 4 (4.31)

Evidently, the operator T;(FE) is self-adjoint. Also, it is easy to check that (4.24) holds
true, and the function T : (—o0, ;) — S; is continuous. By (4.27) and (4.18),

oo 80/ s o0 dS B
I <20 [~ E s =0 ([ s ) —oMr. a<o,

s+ |Al s+ |A])

so that (4.26) holds in this case as well.
Let now A=E —&; > 0. For E=¢&;+ A put

ReT;(E) := v.p. /000 st, (4.32)
I Ty(E) i= nF(\) F (M), (4.33)

T;(E) := ReT;(E) + ilm T} (E).
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Note that (4.33) immediately implies (4.25). Moreover,

. /wwdsz/*”wm/w F)F) g,

s— A s— A M2 S A
/W (FO+v)'F(A+v) = FOAN=v) F(\—v)) d—y”. (4.34)
By (4.18) and (4.2;),
A+ 1) — oA =) =0 (A + )2 = (A= v)1/?), (4.35)
W A+v) = A=) =0 ((AN=v) 2= (A +v)7?), (4.36)

for v € (0,A/2), A € (0, \o).
Taking into account (4.27) - (4.28), (4.18), and (4.32) - (4.36) we find that the operator

T;(FE) is well defined, that (4.24) holds true again, and

IFQ) EN)[h =0\ 2),  A>0,

[ rerr,

/*/2 F(s)"F(s) |
0 A2 ST A

_ ~1/2
o on, |

=0\ V%, x>0,

1

/W(F(A + V) FA+v)— F\—v)*"F(\ — u))df =02, X e (0,)),

which yields again (4.26). O

4.4. Let j € N. Set PjJr = ano:j P,, where the convergence of the infinite sum is
understood in the strong sense. For z € C;, Rez < &;, put

T (z) == |V['2P}(Ho — )MV |2,

J

Lemma 4.6. Fiz j € N. Let E € (—00,&;). Then the limit

T} (B) = T} (E)" = n ~Iim T}/ (E + i) (4.37)

exists. Moreover, for any z € C; \ [€;,00) we have T} (z) € S, and the operator-valued

function T} C,\ [, 00) — Sy is continuous. Finally, there exists a constant C'y which
depends on V', but is independent of E and j, such that

ITH(E)|2 < CL&;(& — E)™Y, E € (~0,&)). (4.38)
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Proof. We have
PJ»*(HO —2) = f)]-JrP[gjvoo)(H())(Ho —2)! (4.39)

and the operator valued function Pg; o) (Ho)(Ho — 2)~" is analytic even on C\ [£;, 00).
Since P} and |V|"/? are bounded operators, this analyticity implies, in particular, the
existence of the limit in (4.37) and the continuity of T} : C, \ [;,00) — B. Further,

[|V[V2P (Hy — B) ! V[Y2]|s < b \V (2, y)| 2| P (Hy — E) ™" Hol| || Hy ' |V /2|2
x,Y S L

(4.40)
By (4.39),

1P} (Ho — E) ™ Ho|| < |Ple, o) (Ho) (Ho — E) ™" Hol| < Sup )A(A—E)_1 =&(&-B)"
A€ c‘,'j,oo

(4.41)

On the other hand, the diamagnetic inequality for Hilbert-Schmidt operators (see e.g.

25, Theorem 2.13]) implies
1 VY2l < IADVI2]l: (4.42)

where, as above, Ap is the Dirichlet Laplacian defined on S§;. The integral kernel of
Ap is explicitly known, and we easily find

L

B 3 B 00 d£
n=1

Putting together (4.40) - (4.43), we obtain (4.38).

Finally, an estimate similar to (4.40) of the Hilbert-Schmidt norm of the difference
|V|1/2Pj+(H0 — 2) Y V2 — |V|1/2P]~+(HO — 29) YVIY2) 2,29 € Cp \ [€),00) easily
implies the continuity of 7;" : C,. \ [£;, 00) — S5. O
4.6. In this subsection we prove (4.14) - (4.15) as well as Proposition 2.1.

Let £ € R\ Z. If E has one nearest element from Z, let ¢ = ¢(F) be the number of

this neighbour; if £ has two nearest elements from Z, for definiteness let ¢(F) be the
number of the greater of these elements. Set

a(E)
T(E) =Y Ti(E)+ Ty, (E). (4.44)

j=1

Corollary 4.1. Let V satisfy D, with o > 1, and let E € R\ Z. Then (4.14) - (4.15)
hold true, the limiting operator T(E) being defined in (4.44). Moreover,

rank ImT'(F) < 2¢(E). (4.45)
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Proof. In order to prove the existence of the limit (4.14), we just have to write

qa(E)
T(E+i0) =Y T{(E+id) + T,y (E+id), §>0,
j=1
and to apply (4.24) and (4.37). In order to prove (4.15) and (4.45), it suffices to apply
(4.25), bearing in mind that Im7T'(E) = ;Z.(ZEl) ImT;(E). O

Next we prove Proposition 2.1. The proof of the continuity of the SSF repeats word by
word the proof of the continuity part of [5, Proposition 2.5]. Let us show that the SSF
is locally bounded, i.e. that it is bounded on every compact subset of R\ Z.

Let E € R\ Z. Applying (4.16), (4.8), and (4.7), we get

|E(E; H, Hy)| < ni(s;ReT(E)) +rankImT(E), se(0,1). (4.46)
By (4.3),
a(E)
n.«(s;ReT(E)) < n.(s/2; ZReT )+ n*(s/Q;Tq'EE)H(E)). (4.47)

Using (4.5) with p =1 and p = 2, as well as (4.26) and (4.25), we get

q(E) q(E)
n.(s/2 Y ReTy(E)) ZHT <2y GlE-g2 (149
j=1 j:l
4 + 2 4 5o -2
n(/2 Ty 1 (B) £ 51Ty BV < 5C3E8 ) (Empn — B) 2 (4.49)

Now the combination of (4.46), (4.25), and (4.47) - (4.49) implies the local boundedness
of the SSF.
4.7. In this subsection we prove Theorem 2.2.

Proposition 4.1. Assume that V satisfies D, with a« > 1. Pick ¢ € N and X\ # 0 such
that E =&, + X ¢ Z. Then we have

ind (J+e+ReT,(E), J+e)+0(1) <&(E;H,Hy) <ind (J—e+ReT,(E),J—¢)+0(1)

(4.50)
as A — 0 for each ¢ € (0,1).
Proof. Applying (4.16), (4.7), and (4.45), we get
|E(E; H, Hy) —ind(J + ReT(E), J)| < 2q(E). (4.51)

Write ReT(E) = Re T,(E) + T(E) where T(E) := Y, _ Re Tj(E) + T, (E). By (4.6),
ind (J + &+ ReT,(E),J +¢€) — n.(e; T(E)) < ind(J + ReT(E), J) <
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ind (J — e+ ReT,(E),J — &) + n.(e;T(E)). (4.52)
Using (4.3) and arguing as in the derivation of (4.48), (4.49), we get

- 2 4
n.(e; T(E)) < - > CilE - &+ AT+ 8—QC§5§+1(5Q+1 —&-N)2=0(1), A—0.
Ji3<q
(4.53)
Now the combination of (4.51) — (4.53) yields (4.50). O

Fix j € N. Let g = g; : S2(L*(SL),C) be the operator-valued function given for k € R
by

1 )
g-k:u:—//e_’ky\/x,y V2 (z;0)u(z, y)dedy, ue L*(SL).
() NI [V, y)[ 7452 0)ulz, y) (Se)
Similarly to (4.27) and (4.28) we have
l)E <, keER, (454)
lg(k1) — g(ka2)ll2 = O(|k1 — ko), k1, k2 € R, (4.55)

for any v € (0, (aw — 1)/2) such that v < 1. By analogy with (4.30) set

7i(2) :—A%dk, z € Cy. (4.56)

As in the case of the operator T}(z) (see Lemma 4.5) we can show that in S there exists
a limit

Proposition 4.2. Let V satisfy D, with « > 1. Fixq € N, and let E =&, + X & Z.
Then for each e € (0,1/2) we have

ind (J 42 +Re7y(E),J +2¢)+ O(1) <ind (J + e+ ReT,(E),J +¢), (4.57)

ind (J — 2+ Re7,(E),J —2¢)+ O(1) > ind (J — e+ Re T (E), J — ¢), (4.58)
as A | 0.
Proof. Using (4.6) and (4.8), we obtain

ind (J+2e+Re7,(E), J+2¢)—n.(s;Re T,(E)—Re 7,(F)) < ind (J+e+ReT,(E), J+¢),

ind (J—2e+Re7,(F), J—2¢)+n.(e;Re T, (E)—Re7,(E)) > ind (J—e+Re T, (E), J—¢).

Hence, in order to prove (4.57) — (4.58), it suffices to show that for each £ > 0 we have

n.(e:ReTy(E) — Re7(E)) = O(1), A — 0. (4.59)
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Let again ¢ = ¢, be the function inverse to E, — &,. Denote by f = f, : (0,00) —
So(L?(S1), C?) the operator-valued function defined for s € (0, 00) by

fs)u = /¢ (s)(g((8))u, g(=p(s))u), u € L*(SL).
Then similarly to (4.31), (4.32), and (4.34), we have

ToEq+A) = Tg(Eg+ N)* = /OO —fQ(j)if;<3)ds

if A <0, and

M2 fals) fals)

Re%q(gq_F)\):/O S_)\ d + fq()fq()

e ds+
3X/2 S — )\

A2 dv
| s = =0

if A > 0. Further, we have
G(k) = g(k) + ko(k)

where ¢ : R — L?(L*(S;), C) is the operator-valued function given for & € R by
1 —iky 12,70 2
Q(k)u - € |V(Z’, y)‘ w(l’, k)lb(]}, y)dl’dy, uwe L (SL)a
V2 JrJi,
where (z; k) 1= w Evidently,

le®)I3 < er | d(a;k)’dz, kE€R, (4.60)

Iy
lo(k1) — e(k2)ll2 = O([k1 — kaf") (4.61)
for ki, ko € (—ko, ko) with kg € (0,00), and v € (0, (a — 1)/2), v < 1. Next, we have
F(s) = f(s) + @(s)r(s)

where r : (0,00) — Sy(L*(Sr), C?) is the operator-valued function defined for s € (0, 00)
by
r(s)u = /@' (s)(o(p(s))u, —o(—p(s))u), u € L*(Sw).

Therefore,
F(s)"F(s) = f(s)"f(s) + 2¢(s)Re f(5)"r(s) + (s)*r(s)"r(s). (4.62)
By (4.17) — (4.18), (4.54) — (4.55), and (4.60) — (4.61), we have
P f(s)7(s)i = 0(™), 7ve€(0,(a=1)/2), v<1, (4.63)
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w(s)llr(s) r(s) [l = O(s"/?) (4.64)
for s € (0,0) and sy € (0,00). By (4.62), for a fixed so > 0 we have

ReT (&, 4+ A) —ReTy(Eg+AN) =T,(Eg+ A) — T,(E + A) =

/°° PP, /°° HoS6), / 2p(s)Re £(5)°7(s) + () (s)°r(s) |

s— A
if A <0, and

ReTy (€, +A) = ReTy(& + A) = /OO wds — /oo —ﬂj)if)fs)ds%—

S0

[ 2R )4 ) [ 2 Y )l )
30/2 s—A 0 s—A
A2 dv
2/0 (A +v)Re fON+v) r(A+v) — (A —v)Re f(A —v)'r(A — 1/))74—

A2 v
/0 (A + ) r N+ ) r(A+v) — o\ —v)*r(A —v)r(A — V))d?

if A is positive and small enough (say, A € (0,s0/2)). Using estimates (4.35) - (4.36) as
well as (4.54) - (4.55), (4.60) - (4.61), and (4.63) - (4.64), we obtain

IRe T, (&, + A) —ReTy (& + N1 =0(1), A—0,
which combined with (4.5) for p = 1 yields (4.59), and hence (4.57) - (4.58). O
Fix j € N. By analogy with (4.30) and (4.56) set

oy [ 9k)g(k)
7i(2) = /]R P dk, zeC;.

As in the case of the operators Tj(z) and 7(z), in S} there exists a limit

7;(E) = léiﬁ)lTj(E +15), EeR\{0}.

Proposition 4.3. Let V satisfy D, with o > 1. Fix ¢ € N. Then for each € € (0,1/2)
and v € (0, (a« —1)/2), v < 1, we have

ind (J 4 2¢ + Rer,(A), J 4+ 2¢) + O(62,(N)) <ind (J + ¢ + ReTy (&, + A), J +¢), (4.65)
ind (J — 2e + Rery (), J — 2¢) + O(02,(N)) > ind (J — e + Re7y (&g + N), J —¢€), (4.66)

as A — 0, the functions 03 being defined in (2.12) — (2.13).
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Proof. Similarly to the proof of Proposition 4.2 (see (4.59)), it suffices to show that for
cach € > 0 we have

n.(e;Re Ty (&g + A) — Rery(N)) = O(024(N)), A —0. (4.67)
Let at first A < 0. In this case we have
Re7,(& +A) —Rer,(\) = 7,(& + A) — 1,(N\) =

quQ - Eq(k) + gq

/qu(k)*gq<k) (Eq(k) - gq - )‘) (quz - )‘) an

and )
“a |Eq(k) — & — pok”|

e Jn K (Eq(k) — &)
which combined with (4.5) for p = 1 yields (4.67) in the case A < 0.
Let now A > 0. As above, let ¢ = ¢, be the function inverse to £, — &,. Set

17(€g +A) = 7s(W)lx <

dk = O(1), A10,

d(8) = Pys) := u;l/Qsl/Q, s> 0.

By (4.19) - (4.20),
p(s) — o(s) = O(s*?), (4.68)
¢'(s) — ¢/(s) = O(s'?), (4.69)

for s € (0,s0) and sy € (0,00). Fix sg € (0,00) and assume A < sy/2. For n = ¢ or
n = ¢ define the operator-valued function I, : (0,00) — So(L*(S.),C?) by

Ly(s)u = (g(n(s))u. g(=n(s)u), s >0, ue L*(Sp),

and
M) = [ (g

M,5(\) == v.p. /050 (o) ZREDU) To) = Dy Ty

s— A

Ma(= [ (o () = L) (1) =Tl

S.

Then we have

TN = Y Muu(A), ()= Mu(N).

1=1,2,3 1=1,2,3
It is easy to see that

||M7771()\)||1 = 0(1)7 A l 07 n=e, ¢7 (470)
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rank M, 2(A) <6, A>0, n=o,0, (4.71)

[Mps(Ml[s = O0(0,(A), AL0, n=eé (4.72)
Let us show that
[Mp3(A) — Mys(M)1 = O(02,(), AL 0. (4.73)
We have
My s(A) = My3(A) =
/ O(QO/(S) /(S)) (F<P(S) B PW(Ai)_(£¢(S) B FGD(/\))dS+
[ o T2 Tele) =T ELO ) =T,
s—A
10y (g(s) = T(N)"(Tp(s) = Ty(s) =To(A) +T(N)
!A ¢($ o(s) — Ty s—A¢ o(A) ;o
I+ L+ I
Using (4.69), (4.55), and (4.18) (which implies [p(s) —@(\)| = O(]v/5s—VA|), s € (0, s0),
we get
_ G/21V8 = VAT Vs — \/_|2’y s
11l =0 (/ Y ) — 0. Al (4.74)

Further, for s, A > 0, and v € (0, (a — 1)/2), v < 1, we have
ITo(s) = Ty(s) = To(N) + Ts (N3 <
- sup VUV (,y ‘/ ’ew(s — ey _ gie(Ny 4 ei¢(k)y‘2<y>fady <

(z,y GSL
23 2y

sm>@WW@&HAWV%Da@ﬂﬂ$—¢@W“ﬂﬂM—¢@WU-

m (x7y)eSL

Using (4.68), we get

):4%%4&% A0, j=23.

|s — /\|
(4.75)
Putting together (4.74) and (4.75), we obtain (4.73). Now the combination of (4.70) —
(4.73) with (4.4) and (4.5) for p = 1 yields (4.67) in the case A > 0. O

Next, we note that for each A > 0 and ¢ € N we have rank Im7,(\) < 2, while Im7,()\) =
0 if A < 0. Therefore,

ind (J—e+Re 7, (1), J—e) = /R ind (J—e-+Re 7, (\)Im 7, (A), J—e)du(t)+0(1), A — 0,
(4.76)
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for each € € (—1,1). On the other hand, we have
Wy = 35" (J —e) ', e€(-1,1),

74(2) = se(hog —2) 715", 2 € CL\{0},
where s : L*(R) — L?*(Sy) is the operator defined by

(seu)(w,y) = (2, 0)|V (2, )["uly), ue LA(R).

By Theorem 4.1 we have
/ ind (J — e + Rery(A) + tIm 7, (N), J — e)du(t) = E(A; hy(e), hog), AF#0.  (4.77)
R

Combining (4.50), (4.57) — (4.58), (4.65) — (4.66), (4.76), and (4.77), we obtain (2.14).
4.8. Finally, we assume that « > 2 and prove Corollary 2.3. If A < 0, then (2.18) is an
immediate consequence of Theorem 2.2 and the well-known fact that the 1D Schrodinger
operator —% + w(y), y € R, has a most a finite number of of negative eigenvalues if
w(y) = o(|ly|™?) as |y| — oo (see e.g. [24]). Assume A > 0. Combining (4.8), (4.7),
(4.4), and (4.5) with p = 1, we obtain

lind (J — e+ Re1y(N),J —¢)| <n.(1—|e[;Rery(N)) <

(1= le]) " 1My (V)| + rank Myo(A) + (1 — |e]) " H[Mgs(N)|l1, €€ (=1,1). (4.78)

Pick v < (o —1)/2, v < 1, v > 1/2. Using (4.70) — (4.72), we find that the r.h.s. of
(4.78) remains bounded as A | 0.

Putting together (4.50), (4.57) — (4.58), (4.65) — (4.66), and (4.78), we obtain (2.18) in
the case A > 0.
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